
Church of the Assumption of the Virgin 
Mary in Veliko Târnovo
Descriere
The church is located in the neighborhood of Asănești, opposite the church "St. 40 
martyrs”, on the left bank of the river Iantra. It is built over an old medieval church, in 
which Tsar Asan Kaloian received the relics of St. Filofteia from Târnovo, a holy healer. 
Today her relics are kept in Romania, at Curtea de Argeș. In the fourteenth century, here 
were crowned the two wives of Ivan Alexandar, Theodora of Wallachia, the daughter of 
the voivode Basarab I, and Sara, of Jewish origins. In 1843, the church was renovated 
and painted, but by the end of the 19th century the paintings had already disappeared. 
In 1923, the church was restored. It has a dome and a single apse, surrounded by brick 
walls. The old icons are the most valuable part of this church. The icon of St. Petka the 
miracle doer, with inscriptions in Greek, dates from 1854 and was donated by a Turk, 
because the icon has cured his sick children. Most icons in the church are dated in the 
16th-19th centuries, and the icons of the Virgin Mary and Jesus Christ the Savior date 
from the 16th century. It was found that some of the icons were brought from the 
neighboring medieval churches. There was an old iconostasis, now disappeared, and the 
present one is 4 meters high and was made by Ilia Kosev. In 2005, the church was 
painted again.
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